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The FUTURE EUROPE session aims, among others, at “expanding current approaches used to 

understand and explain possible modes for societal energy transition, taking multiple interrelated and 

co-evolving perspectives”. In this context, we believe that future European transport systems will be 

developed with important energy-related requirements such as environmental and social issues, 

energy preservation, European “clean sky” initiative, and other global trends. 

Furthermore, new transport systems for moving people and cargo across Europe, will make it easy to 

implement the “global village” vision crossing geographical and cultural boundaries.  

Presently, Unmanned Aircraft Systems (UAS) technologies continue to rapidly improve. As time 

goes by, there is a tendency to adopt UAS technologies and use them in civil aviation. It is therefore 

anticipated that “Future Europe” will experience the emergence of automated “Personal Planes” that 

will efficiently transport people and goods, monitored and managed by remote pilots on the ground. 

These developments were the basis for the project named “PPlane” that we and our teammates of 13 

leading European organizations have investigated over a period of four years. The team envisioned a 

system of remotely piloted personal planes that navigate using a futuristic ATM system and electric 

engines with almost no trace of pollutants. This will offer a cost-effective alternative mode of 

transport for business and leisure for short inter-European distances. 

The PPlane European project, sponsored by the EC seventh framework programme, aimed to 

investigate, define, and evaluate a novel Personal Air Transport System (PATS) through a systematic 

approach. The project results suggest that an automated “on demand” personal air vehicle system is 

feasible and comparable to the private car in terms of accessibility, cost,  and ease of operation 

without compromising the safety of its occupants, and of the other airspace users.  

The results of the PPlane project are fully in line with the EC Flightpath 2050 vision where 

“Automation has changed the roles of both the pilot and the air traffic controller. Their roles are now 

as strategic managers and hands-off supervisors, only intervening when necessary”. 
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