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This paper builds upon the research activities of the project MILESECURE-2050: Multidimensional 
Impact of the Low-carbon European Strategy on Energy Security and Socio-Economic Dimension up 
to 2050 perspective. In particular, this work presents the results of an assessment of the most relevant 
societal factors for a low-carbon energy transition as identified on the basis of: the study of the main 
trends and policies at European level; the analysis of more than 90 local Anticipatory Experiences of 
low-carbon society; and expert interviews and focus groups. The most influential factors are grouped 
into six distinct areas according to the specific aspect of the energy transition process they are likely 
to impact upon: participatory decision making; policy and regulatory context; adoption, 
implementation and uptake of innovative technological solutions; financial and entrepreneurial 
aspects; external (economic and geopolitical) factors; and repositioning of individuals in the energy 
system. For each factor, a set of indicators based on country-wide data is identified. The data 
collected are then used to characterize the role (barrier or driver) and relative strength of the different 
factors in some EU countries (France, Germany, Italy, Poland) in a comparative context: for 
instance, the factor “Openness of individuals to social change and change processes” appears to be a 
relatively stronger driver for energy transition in Italy than in other EU countries whereas in 
Germany a very important role as a driver is played by the factor “Engagement of individuals in 
local projects, existence of change agents”. These results are also combined and aggregated to assess 
the relative performance of a given country in a specific area. In the case of Italy, the assessment is 
critically discussed in an attempt to reconcile evidence from the Anticipatory Experiences with the 
most influential factors as emerged from the analysis. In spite of several degrees of uncertainty 
related to, e.g., indicator and data sources selection, the methodology proposed allows identifying the 
most critical areas of intervention to facilitate a low-carbon energy transition. This research can thus 
support policymakers at different levels in shaping policies aimed at impacting upon the most salient 
aspects of the energy transition process.  
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