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Australian capacity in distributed renewable energy systems is complementary to addressing regional 
energy poverty needs. This includes businesses established to address energy poverty operating with 
some public/philanthropic support, and firms engaged in training/capacity building, energy and 
infrastructure provision, manufacturing and export, small-scale technology start-ups, and the 
development of technologies for production under license offshore. Such renewable energy industry 
business models and technologies could be incentivised by a combination of emissions trading 
scheme offsets, and/or tax incentives such as enhanced deductions for investments in qualifying 
projects. Additionally, specialist financing techniques have been applied in renewable energy 
projects in developing countries, including microfinancing, aggregating loans, innovative leasing 
techniques, non-recourse project financing and UNFCCC Clean Development Mechanism projects. 
Combining these financing and regulatory measures is critical to scaling up Australian renewable 
energy exports. Australian institutions such as the Clean Energy Financing Corporation (CEFC) and 
the Australian Renewable Energy Agency (ARENA), together with international cooperative 
projects such as between Ausaid, the Clean Energy Council and REEEP, are well placed to address 
this kind of scale-up. Additionally, a substantially privately funded, industry-based organisation 
could help to address energy poverty with renewable energy technology, through developing 
specialist financing and project development expertise. The main barriers to scaling-up renewable 
energy projects that address energy poverty are not technological, but capacity and financing related. 
These barriers can in large measure be addressed by these regulatory measures, specialist institutions 
and financing techniques. In this way, scale-up of exports can be combined with host country 
capacity building and development of energy industry and infrastructure. 
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