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The development of the modern European Wave and Tidal Current Energy Sector can be traced back 
to the 1970s, when it emerged from academic laboratories in, for example, the UK, Norway and 
Portugal. However, while Europeans were testing model devices, the Japanese were demonstrating a 
seagoing prototype, Kaimei!  

Many of those who participated in marine energy research and development in the 1970s and 1980s 
were convinced that we were only a few short years from seeing a new energy industry developing. 
The timescales have been somewhat longer than anticipated! Why has it taken so long?  

Very real progress has, however, been made in the last 10 years and the international marine energy 
sector is now, quite rightly, dominated by commercial organisations that recognise the long term 
potential of the seas for energy production. We have seen prototype wave and tidal current energy 
devices tested at full scale and the findings from these tests being used to revise system designs. We 
now have a much better appreciation of the challenges that must be overcome before costs can be 
reduced to compare with onshore wind. At last there is talk of small arrays of wave and tidal current 
energy technology being installed. What is the likely future for the sector? 

This paper will give a personal view, drawing upon the author’s 34 years association with marine 
energy. 
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